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US – Georgian Collaboration in Public Health 

· The United States is the major donor and strategic partner country. Due to this support Georgia has achieved significant progress in terms of development and sustainability of various fields within the country: State Governance, Economics, State Defense and Security, Commerce, Agriculture, Democratic Institutions, Science, Cultural Relations etc.
· In this partnership relationship, the collaboration along the lines of improving and strengthening processes in fields such as Public Health is the most remarkable: Hepatitis C Elimination, disease detection, prevention and timely response, real-time surveillance, modern epidemiology, laboratory capacity, engagement into GHSA Initiative, immunization; infection control, biosafety and biosecurity, scientific-research potential strengthening, human resources development etc.
· Georgia has experienced cooperation with US institutions, like: USAID, NIH, NIIAD, NCI, CRDF, BTEP, CDC, DTRA, WRAIR as well as the leading American Universities (University of Florida, University of Maryland, Emory University, Johns Hopkins University, North Arizona University, Los Alamos national laboratory university of California). 
· The US support through huge intellectual and technical assistance gave a path forward to Georgian professionals and scientists to share the international experience and lessons learned. Dozens of projects contributing to sustainability of public health system and bio-science development in the country have been implemented under the assistance of US Governmental agencies, leading American Universities and private sector. Due to these partnership highlights, nowadays, Georgia is a leader country in the Region. 
· One of the highlighted achievements of the collaboration is the establishment of the Unified Laboratory System (ULS) based on the “One Health” Concept, representing by 22 human and animal health surveillance labs throughout the country under the Ministries of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs and Environment and Agriculture, which is operational under the Richard Lugar Center for Public Health Research (part of country’s epidemiological security), biosafety level 3 research facility, constructed through the US investment and handed over to the Ministry of Health (NCDC) for operation and ownership in 2013. The US technical expertise and financial support in improving lab infrastructure, developing human resources, supporting research projects are tremendous. Within this partnership relationship, the US institutions have played a great role in institutionalization of outbreak response, disease control and surveillance of the diseases such as: hepatitis, influenza, immunization, zoonotic diseases, respiratory diseases, Tuberculosis surveillance, diarrheal diseases, nutrition deficiency, Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs), reproductive health, laboratory capacity building etc.
· The Hepatitis C Virus Elimination Program, initiated by the Government of Georgia and being implemented quite successfully for already more than 4 years is highly supported by American partner organizations and private sector (US CDC, Gilead Sci.) in terms of providing technical expertise and playing a key role in communication with international stakeholders. Due to the outcomes of the Program, Georgia has been awarded a Center of Excellence in viral hepatitis elimination at the International Liver Congress, 2019. Due to the successful progress of the Program, Georgia has become a model country worldwide in elimination Hepatitis C Virus. As of today, according to the HCV National Action Plan – 63, 8% (1.82 mln.) adult population is screened and 64, 400 patients with active virus infection are engaged into treatment with 98.7% of curable outcomes.
· This is proud to mention that Georgia has been a part of Global Health Security Agenda since the initial launch and participated in all important high-level meetings. Georgia, together with other countries was actively involved in support of the 11 Action Package objectives. Georgian delegation had the honor of taking part in the Global Health Security Launch in Washington DC, as well as in the Global Health Security Summit held in the White House. Georgia is a leading country in “Real-Time Surveillance” package and in “National Laboratory System” and “Zoonotic Diseases” – as a contributing country. In the framework of GHSA the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs and National Center for Disease Control and Public Health are key leading institutions. 
· The political and technical support from the United States to Georgia is huge and intends to continue further collaboration with the United State institutions and organizations in setting up new opportunities, new goals for benefiting mutually to the both countries.  

Three major current US partner institutions in Public Health and the frame of collaboration for future: 
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
· Continued support for hepatitis C elimination program
· Involvement in strengthening surveillance systems for communicable and non-communicable diseases; 
· Strengthening of institutional response to outbreaks within and outside the country; 
· Maintenance of sentinel surveillance of influenza; 
· Responding to public health threats;
· Providing a field epidemiology program for health professionals; 
· Digital healthcare; 
· Enhance external quality control of the laboratory; 
· Antimicrobial resistance; 
· Expansion of scientific and surveillance grant projects 

US Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA):

· National Center for Disease Control and Public Health / Richard Lugar Center for Public Health research – a regional hub for biosurveillance, epidemiologic surveillance, public health threats preparedness and response, research opportunities with neighboring countries. 
· Development and transition of electronic products: Electronic Integrated Disease Surveillance System / Laboratory Information Management System
· Development of Cyber security program
· To support the establishment and equipment of an Emergency Operation Center 
· To support refresher trainings for regional laboratory and public health specialists; to provide a front-line field epidemiology training program to public health centers’ personnel 


Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR)

· Joint research projects
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop regulations and policies in the fields of biosafety and biosecurity, good laboratory practice, facilitate trainings for Vivarium development.
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